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' Pueblo Was Not Intruding
' ‘ €
On Day of Capture, U.S. Says
By Warren Unna gave every impression that it the one dead and three
washington ‘Post Staff Writer -.* lhad never trespassed intoiwogmtdev%il;ltil:gllo Igrel\évlirrl&r;; As.
* The Johnson Administration North Korean waters at any!sist:}llnt Secretary.of Staté for
yesterday shifted from saying itime and. had scrupulou.slyiEElst Asian Affairs, comment-
the U.S. Navy intelligence Stayed out to sea several mlles\‘irig on the stories, said yester-
ship Pueblo had never in- “I’fg’:;;d cei;iﬁsthe limits _North;day that “the reports t]aave no
i ! Ti- | O . . ;o i orry to say.”
tortal. wagggthtlgor;;yingellilt The shifts in Admm‘mat‘."n‘fo%?d\;gf P nouneed that US.
hadn't intruded on the day it Statements came as Stomes;military representatives had
was captured, Jan. 23. ibegan appearing in the South o "l North Korea for a
State Department spokes-/Korean and Japanese press; om
man Robert J. McCloskey, in that 'North Korea wouldy, ‘
crificizing an editorlal In yes- shortly agree to free at lcast|, 3¢ TURB - Redengsin
terday’s editions of "The Wash- =
ington Post, called a special
press briefing. He announced
that Ambassador Arthur J.
Goldberg, in his televised de-
tense bf the Pueblo. case be-
fote thé "U.N. Security Coun-
»il Jan. 28, “was directing his
remarks to the day it was
seized.”
Ou Capitol Hill, House Re-
oublican Leader Gerald R.
Ford (Mich.) announced: “The
Johnsornn Administration appa-
rently is gettihg ready to ‘con-
fess' to North Korea that the
Pueblo intruded into North
Korean territorial waters.”
. On Sunday, Defense Secre-
tary Robert S. McNamara and
Secretary of State: Dean Rusk
conceded on- .the 'television
program that there was a
slight - possibility that the
Pueblo might have trespassed
within .the 12-mile limits of
North Korea’s waters during a
Jan. 10 to 21 period of radio
silence, North Korea seized
the ship and its 83-man crew
on Jan. 23.

i When the Pueblo first was
seized. “the” anginlgtration

‘ rinil to the day the Pueblo ac-
“tuatly was seized,
. 1Goldberg, a close
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Koreati @émarcation zopne,
McCloskey said the mere fact
that talks were continuing for
the release of the Pueblo and

her crew “might be considered
progress.” But he cautioned
against any suggestion of a
“breakthrough.”

In its Dbroadcasts, North
Korea has been demanding a
U.S. admission of trespassing
and an apology.

Ambassador Goldberg, it
was learned, was particularly
sensitive to any suggestion
that he might have misled the:
U.N., Security Council in his
presentation of the Pueblo
case.

Using detailed information
supplied him by the Adminis-
tration, Goldberg assured the
U.N. on Jan. 26: “The location
of the Pueblo was constantly
far away from Korean shores,

always away from the 12-mile|_

limit until it was taken.”

The . State Department yes-
terday, 10 days later, empha-
sized that Goldberg was refer-

on gm,netgrg; ;NQr‘gh-Soﬁtﬁ‘his late predecessor, Ambass-

dor Adlai Stevenson, long has
been familiar with Stevenson’s
embarrassment in assuring the
UN. in 1961 of the United
States’ complete innocence in
the CIA’s abortive Bay of Pigs
invasion of Cuba. )
Goldberg’s now qualified re-
marks of the Pueblo’s course
would appear to differ from
those of Rusk. After briefing
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee on the same day
Goldberg spoke at-the U.N.,,
Rusk was quoted as telling re-
porters thé Pueblo had been
in. “international waters.at all
stages, according to every in-
dication that we have.”
Prior to Rusk’s top-level af-
firmation, other Administra-
tion officials had given state-
ments indicating the Pueblo
was under strict orders never
to enter North Korean waters
and, in fact, never had.
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